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Maastricht — a
Resident’s view

v Cathy Fraser (vE)]

Tk esvn meeting this auumn fell between
the written and practical examinations of

the UK Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons
Certificate in Veterinary Dermatology. [ went
1 Maastrichi therelore determined o be seen
by my examiners, ull of wivom | knew to be
attending, but abio secure in the knowledge
that for the first time, 1 would be on top of the
subject. | hoped both o gain answers to some
of the burning questions and {o contribute

A linde fromy oy own experenccs. The first

day was the Fre-Congress Residents’ Day,

an gpporiunity to renew acquaintance with
residents from institutes all over Europe and
to firid oast about thelr resedrch programmes,
The rencwned Dr Rinberg lectured on
endocrinology and reviewed the diagnosis

and treatment of both hyperadrenocorticiam
wrvd hypothyroidism. The Metherands approach
to diagnosis of hyperndrenocorticism is to use
the urinary cortisol: creatinine ratio as 2 stand
lone test, getting the owner to obiain urine
gamples over o three day period. They also
measure the effects of a low dose dexameths-
sone test an the urinary cortisol: creatinine ratio
to distinguish between pituitary dependent
disease and adrenal tumour, Treatment for
pituitary dependent divease is different from
that in the UK. They use hypophysectomy

or mitotane administration, in far higher
doses than those traditionally used, to ablate
the pituitary gland, and rely on permanent
substitution therapy for patien mainEnance.

Another new concept lor me was the ides of
the mammary gland as an endocrine organ.
Immuno-staining has reveal mRNA for
growth hormone, insulin-fike growth Gcor
i and its banding protein, within mammary
cells, The Dutch group have gone on fe use
medroxyprogesterone acetate in the treatment
of congenital hyposomatotropism in the
Germian Shepherd dog, with some suiccess,
The congress proper over the next three
days cantinued in the same veln, with & bot
of stimulating new materind, My colieague in
practice has uséed selenivm sulphide shampoo
for treatment of canine scabies for many years
much o my sceplicism, howewver D Chertis'
tridl work on the use of selenlum sulphide
in that most difficult of linical problems,
chorioptic mange in heavy horses, ably showed
its acaricidal activity, The refresher sessions
were comforting for me (being in the throes
of edaminations) as they elogquently reviewed
current knowledge. | was particulary
impressed with the polished presentations
of [ Moli, which were a pleasitre to attend.
My own experience of congresses is that
their benefit comes not ot the time, but over
the subsequent weeks when a leisurely review
of the material allows for better absorption
and the incorporation of new idess into my
daily work. 1 did pass my exam and discovered
that most of my questions at the Congress
coubd not be answered by anyang =20 [ had
better start searching for the inswers myself,
That must indicate progress of & sort!

New Diplomates of the
European College of
Veterinary Dermatology

Tutus vear three candidates passed the written,
oral wnd practical examinations to become

Diplomates of the ecvp. Their diplomas were
presented 1o them by the President, Professor
Ton Willemse, in a short ceremony at the
Annual General Mecting of the College at
Mazstricht in Seprember. Their nomes are:

Dr Errennvensie] Bensignor
Dir Rpsario Cernmdols
D Clderrmnilr

A Feodall’

December 1908

FAE B O T A

AND IRGENT

NOTIEL

Avrs those resders
wha are considering
taking either Part
[Hploimas examination
ot the examination for
Full Diplomate status,

st the fwo nofices
enclosed with this {sae
of the Brllerfie They give
detailed information an
the procedures 1o be
followed, and names
of organisers who must
be contacted.

All applications
must be sent by
January 3151, 1999
for entrance to the
full examination,
and by March 1st,
1999 for the Part 1
examination.
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The next step?

woiTanial by Dr Christopleer Cheiney

igap will see the thirtieth anmiversary of the
publication of the first edition of Swrall Asal
Dermratology in 196s; by Dr George Muller
and Dr Bobert Kirk. Although neot the firsd
haak in English an the subject, it wasa
significant event, for the book has become the
veterinnry dermatologist’s bible — and is often
referred (o as such. Severnl generations of us
have cut our teeth on the hard biscuit of the
subject throogh this book and it sucooeding
four editions. | bought my copy in o, just
after | had set up my practice, and | confess,
my early dermatology was self-tought, by the
nol-very-respectable method of ‘wallpaper
matching’ - lnoking at the pictunes until |
found ome that inoked something like the
patient of the mument.

Later editions have buill upon the strong
foundation, and the book's title is now, Aiingly,
Miiller and Kirk's Veterinary Dermmtology.
The work is lndispensable, but now, in 1959
it is time for another imaginative step.

A great deal hins been learned about our
subject in the last three decades, and we have
macke great progress inclassifying the spots’
We have given names to many mere skin
disorders, and we have bearned, in many
cses, to divide and subdivide the topics. The
emphasis has moved from parasites and other
fnfections, to immunological problems, and
the great conundrum of that important
divorder ‘atopy (This siibject is covered in only
two paragraphs in the 1969 book), However,
there are two approaches to medicine,
increasingly acdopted by our colleagues i
human medicine, which veterinary medicine
has barely begun to grasp. These are climical
ennrefit and evidence bused meaicine

Oun journals contain many papers in which
the ocourrence of clinical coses is described,
sometimes single, interesting oddities or new
gymairomics, in others @ series of, sny "thirty
cases of atopy’, But they remain case studies,
Although & follow-up period is often
described, there i3 little evidence of any feed-
back loop 1o ossess the therapies used and
their efectiveness. 1 is this function which

is clinecal anidrr. The aim of this process is

o introduce 2 constunt cpcle of review and
change. The current practice and the outcome
should be reviewed and compared 1o an ideal
practice and outcome, It may be followed by

i change in pobicy, by @ realbscanon of
resources, or by coonselling and education
of individunls, even oneself.

Audit may cover the handing of individual
patients; "Was everything dane that could
sppropristely be done in this case?” I might
cover the assessment of different regimes of
theragry: "1s this method really better or warse
thim that one = and how should we messure
the effects? Good audit must be planned,
The topic for review must be canefully chosen,
and the reasans for making that choice must
be made clear, The aim of the aodil mos
be predetermined = cliielly to improve the
defivery ol healthcare. Several publication
are available on the how” of the clinical
audit process (pee shanl bibliography below),
Everyone imvolved in the audit should know
whiat conclusions are reached, and crucially,
everyone involved should be included in the
steps taken after the lessons have been bearned,

B e . T

I# the liresanice of human medicine a
discipline has evolved during the last decade
entitled ‘evidence based medicine’, alibough

its philosophical origins extend back to the
mid-nineleenth cennury. The discipline aims
o integrate the clinical expertiss of the
individual with the best available evidence
{rom systematic research. As the number

of published research papers, even of new
journals, multiplies, the problem arises of

how an individual s to keep up with the lanest
evidence to enable informed clinical decisions
10 be made. In human medicing the aniwer
increasingly adopted is the compilation of
systematic reviews of the literature on given
topics. Such reviews go beyond the contempaniry
appronch, in which an ‘expert’ states opinions
about the proper evaluation and management
of a condition, supporting the key conclusiona
with selecied references. This method has been
shown to be both nop-repreducible snd on
average, of low scientific quality,

Evidence based medicine se2ks io convert
{he information needs of the dinician inta
answerable questions, to enable them to track
down the best avallable evidence, to appraise
its validity, and to apply the results of the
appraisal into clinical practice. Finally clinicians
should evaluate their own performance. The

conrtimied on the back poge



EUROPEAN COLLEGE OF
VETERINARY DERMATOLOGY

EXAMINATION FOR FULL DIPLOMATE STATUS: 1999

Notification is hereby given that the fourth examination for full Diplomate status of
the European College of Veterinary Dermatology will be held in 1999,

There are three possible routes by which to apply to sit the Diploma Examination:

1. By completion of an approved ECVD residency programme. Details of
documentation required for submission to the Credentials Committee by residents
who have completed or will have completed a recognised programme by the time
of the examination will be found in the ECVD Residency Programme.

2. Those who are intemationally recognised in the field of veterinary dermatology
with assessment by other means at the discretion of the Credentials Committee.

3. By passing the Part 1 ECVD Diploma examination followed by further study.
Candidates proposing to take this route should be aware that at the Annual
General Meeting of the College in 1997, it was decided that dermatology
certificates awarded by other bodies would not be accepted in place of the Pant |
ECVD Diploma.

A fee will be charged for consideration of an applicant’s credentials. This is payable
in advance of application and is non-refundable in the event that an applicant's
credentials are not approved. An additional fee will subsequently be charged to sit the
examination,

Requests for further information about the examination should, depending on the

information required, be directed to the following:

* D Patrick Bordeau, Chairman ECVD Education Commiltee: matters regarding
residency programmes

e Dr Enc Guaguere, Chairman ECVD Credentials Committee: matters regarding
the credentials process

* Mr Richard Harvey, Chairman ECVD Diploma Examination Committee: matters
regarding the examination

There is no official application form. All persons who feel that they satisfy the
required criteria should, prior to submitting an application, contact Dr Eric Guaguére,
Clinique Vétérinaire Saint Bemard, 598 Avenue de Dunkerque, F-59160 LOMME,
France for further information and directions for payment of the fee for consideration
of credentials, as soon as possible. All completed applications must be received by
31 January 1999, Without exception, incomplete or late applications will not be
processed or reviewed. The decision of the Credentials Commitiee will be reported
lo applicants by 1 April 1999,

Dr Eric Guaguére, Chairman ECVD Credentials Commiltee




EUROPEAN COLLEGE OF
VETERINARY DERMATOLOGY

PART ONE DIPLOMA EXAMINATION: 2000

Motification 15 hereby given that the third examination for the Part 1 of the ECVD
Diploma will be held in the year 2000.

In order to apply to take the examination, candidates must have:

1) Reached the status of full membership of the ESVD

2) Attended a minimum of 4 weeks (140 hours) of courses on dermatology
accredited by the ECVD, which currently include the courses organised by the
ESVD, the EASVS and those for the French Dermatology Certificate

3) Attended a minimum of 3 Annual Meetings of the ESVD, or National
dermatology meetings of equivalent status

A fee will be charged for consideration of an applicant’s eredentials. This is payable
in advance of application and is non-refundable in the event that an applicant’s
eredentials are not approved. An additional fee will subsequently be charged to sit the
examination.

Requesis for further information about the examination should, depending on the
information required, be directed to the following:

* Dr Patrick Bourdeau, Chairman ECVD Education Committee: matters regarding
accreditation of courses

* Dr Enc Guaguére, Chairman ECVD Credentials Commiltee: matters regarding
the credentials process

»  Dr Marinus Wisselink, Chairman ECVD Part 1 Diploma Examination Committee:
matters regarding the examination (including timetable of deadlines for the
credentials and examination process and casebook and examination guidelines, in
advance of requesting an application form)

All applications must be received on the official application form. These are
available from Dr Eric Guaguére, Clinique V&térnnaire Saint Bernard, 598 Avenue de
Dunkerque, F-59160 Lomme, France and will be accompanied by a timetable of the
deadlines for the credentials and examination process, casebook and examination
guidelines and directions for payment of the fee for consideration of credentials.
Completed application forms must be received by 1 March 1999, Without
exceplion, incomplete or late applications will not be processed or reviewed.

Dr Eric Guaguére, Chairman ECVD Credentials Committee
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So, The Internet can be useful

The June issve of the esv Bulletin carriad

at satf rticle by a resder dispporsned ar hes
aliilivy ta fivd anpriditng ssefid on the biterier,
Tivw e piitrbers respaninled st ssefil advice
il pefarsvia i,

Professor David Lloyd (Rovar Veremisany
CoweGi, Loxoosh writess

Your correspondent’s article on “Surfing? — or
Sinking?' illustrates problems which many users
of the World Wide Web, and particularly new
users, expericnce. The systems seem very mmple
1o wse but effective use of the Internet; as with
muny computer programmes, depends on some
knowledge and a lot of intuition, Sadly, those
who write computer programmes and deésign
computerised information systems often
assume i degree of expertise which is only
acqiired after considerable experimentation
by the mew user.

The problems arise from 4 number of
deficiencies in the system and the fact that
e [ntemet is developing and expanding very
mapidly. Internet sites are constantly evolving,
and locations and addresses of particilar
Welr pages may change without warning
s Webmasters {persons responsible for
maintenance of the pages) choose different
Internet service providers, or as LT managers
ui the différent sites change théir operaling
systems and the organisational structirs of
their file systemns. Even with the best will in the
world there is no way that these changes can
be nutified to all potential users, Thus on any
Web site the Webmaster must either check all
the links on a regular basis or, as [0 most sites,
depend on users notifying him o her that a
particular link has broken. [t is for this reason
that pearly every site has, on one or more pages,
o il link to the Webmaster so that problems
can be identified and corrected. This seems
very efficient bot must depend on the user, who
may be frustrated and suffering from feelings
of inadequacy, finding the point on the page
where comments are invited and then being
nhle to actually use the mail system to transfer
this information to the Webmaster.

Additianal problems occur becawse there are
many operating systems and database drivers on
the Web; services provided by differcnt Internet
dntabases may thus require quite radically
different approaches. The older systems will
generally be guite unfriendly and assume
substantial knowledge of the system. The newer
systems will often have 2 much more friendly
interface but may be less effective. In the end,
it is up to the user 1o find a way of wing the
system. As a long-term and high volume user
of the Internet, Lstill have great frustration with
broken links and databases which are difficult

o understand or which generate buge amounts
of largely uscless dota

Inefficient or underpowered computers and
paarly arganaad or heavily used netwirks will
alwn sometimes reflse access or give a response
atating that the systerm is unavailable. This
upplies (o some of the bigges: and most heavily
used sites in the world. My solution is 1o log-on
af a time when the Internet is fess busy, | do
somie of my mast intensive Internetting late ai
night or early in the morning when the speed
nnd efficiency increases substanijally,

My tip for the new nnd frustrated user would
Ise to get to know the powerful Internet searching
syslens. These can be socessed very readily from
programmes such as Internet Explorer where it
s only necessary to type the word go and then
the name one is searching for, et Chaeplersalia,
and hit return. This fakes one into the Yanoo
dazabase which find sites wsing that word. IT few
sites are found the system offers the option of a
ek wider search orsearches involving other
Intermet search engines. The pages also offer on-
line help in learning how to put your gquestion
tm the system in the maost efficient way, Hall-an-
lraigr should enable you o become quite
competent m using this system.

Craifg Harrison = principal of o larnge proctice
in Yorkshire, vk, also offered help,

The trick, wrote Craig, with all ssarches,
is to sprend your net as widely as possible and
use the facilities offered by the search engines.
There are several of these creatures roaming
the web, but the sites that | find rvast useful
gre Aliavista, Yanoo and Web Crawler. All
of these sites regularly scan the web fof new
information and defve into the various web
presentations (o different depihs searching for
key words. They are effectively the dictionary
of the web ar the map to the complicated
mienorways, roads and pathways of the Iinemel.

A one minste and forty-five second search on

Altavista.com provided 206 locations referring
to Chepletielln, listing not only the usoal
English references but also ones from Holland,
Hungary, Korea and Poland. The species
coverned included: dog, cat, rabbit, cavies and
humans. Unfortunately, my linguistic abilities
mean that [ am unable to read the, no doobt,
comprehensive articles in Korean and Polish,
however, the ather listings should provide
comprehensive biologicdl data, dermaralagical
findings and even photo-micrographe.

1 hope this simple solution provides your
correspiandgnt with a new inight into the
wonderful world of weh browsing, which [ am
sure will provide him many fascinating hours -
and commensurate telephone bills!

Notice to
surfers

wavi hap jis wn
My Mwges which cam
e [ound at this Inserne
addreaa

huip:/iwwwervieac.uk
fesvd Lhtm

It Fras information
ahoul BRYD, iy onhgicues
aiid mectings, iy simicure
st membershig, Frofosor

Dravhil Lborpd is leen b
welcome pom there, and
Bar reCeive yaaT ¥iehen om

il Hwint Pagrs,

APOLOGIES

By fwe ol our sl
wihinag naenes were amtiteld
from the Anmuasl Repor
iof the kave, They age:

[ir Tesdors Mueei
A Gerieral Gallsan #
il =ifimg PULLE
Swizrerland
Tel: #9728 729 aint

D Juscrid Schafer
Viengendasal 21
ML=ALL1 1D BOCENLTE
Mgtherlands
Tl ¥ Fax & i 200 ¥ra7y



MEMBERS
GATNING FULL
MEMBERSHIP

OF ESVID; 1998

Thu following
imembers of the Society,
having fulfilked the
RECESEAry crileria, were
this year admitied 1o
Full Membership, wnd

nony have vetlog rights
in the procesdings of
the Soclety.

Avanzi, Marta
fraly

Chadwick, Anthony
Llneitedd Kisegeloum
Coléue, Manrizio
Aristrra

Defius, Danicla
Creriitiny

Ghibaudo, Glovanni
fraty
Groux, Daniel
Frawge
Heineking-Ehlers,
Margret
Creroumny

Lorente Mender,
Carmen

Spin
Martinsen, Lena
Sweden
Masserdatt, Carla
Tealy
Pin, Didier
Friance

Runge-Harms, Ulrike
Giermunny

Rybnicek, Jan

Ceeel
‘Werbahn. Patricio
Cierrmarye

funic, Melita
Auistria
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Bring yourself up-to-date in
beautiful historic Helsinki!

Tur 16th Annual Meeting of the gsvo/ecvn
will take place from 12th = 14th of August 1999
m the Marina Congress Centre: Helsinki,
Finland. The provisional programme for the
scacntific session includes: genetics, actiopatho-
genests of mmune-reloted disorders, wound
healing, snd démodicosis, The Continuing
Education themes will include: diet and the
akin, odiths externa, immunobogical update,
and the cutaneous ecosystent. The rich social
programmme will inchide: a ger-1egether party,
an opening ceremy, the traditional gala

dineer and a visit to the attractions of Helzindki.
Tev acldlitingy we sl Jeave many bovrs of light to
emjoy i the evening! For more information
please comitact:

The Firnish QOrgeeniisiveg Comenittes
it eiiall; esvdga@agle. i ar

The Congress Offrce
Travel Experts Lid., po Box 130, o081,

Helsinki, Finkand,
emnall: congress.service@®ravelexpers. i
Tel: (358) 9 B1f.75.550 Fax: (358) 92782229

The next Stfp'? cortinmred from prge 2

evidence based medicine approach to o
liverature review on 4 given topic demands
thot to minimise bias it should begin with the
development of a protocol. just as in any other
experimental sudy. Further, it should contaln
a"Materials and Methods” section, (o enable
the resler o judpe the warth of the review,
and to asses, for themselves, any likely biss
within i The review dhauld be [nroduiced
by a declarative tithe that will "rell readers;
up front, their dinical “bottom fines™

| sugpest that veterinary dermatology,
a discipline full of vibrant clinfcians und
researchers abaorted in the subject, could e
8 fend in these frelds which would iHuminake
the while weterinary profession, (o the good
of that ultimate beneficiary, the animal patient.
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The esvp Research Grant

[¢ you have a project in vetennary dermatology
needing funding, perhaps esvo can help vouw
An important aim of the Esv D s to promote
the development of dermiatological research.
aniil every year the Society offers a grant of
3000 ECU 10 support a research project related
o veteninary dermatodogy, Preference will
be given to novel proposals, including the
development of pilot studies, but suppart
of op-going research will also be considered.
The deadiing for submitting of proposals is
April 18k, 14999,

Foor more information, and guidelines for
submission of proposals, please contact:

Chiara Noli, Dip.ecvo.,
Viale dei Mille 32, 20129 Milano, lzly,
email: pitnoli@ol.i

Stirrings in Greece

Proresson Alex Koutings writes from
Greece to report that at the sth Hellenic
Congress in 3mall Animal Medicine lectures
and Freée Communications were given on
dermatadogical subjects in pleasingly lnrge
numbers Topics ranged from the use af
moxidectin for the treatment of Ovadectes
and Sarcopies infestations to the cutancous
lesions in four cases of canine dirofilariasis,
Professor Koutlnas is hopefal that more
Greek veterinarions will foin the Greek
Association of Veterinary Dermuatalogy,

s0 that the annual congress of psvo/Ecvn
could be held in Greece in the early part of
thie next millenmium,

He can be contacted an email:
Sanimed@velauth.gr



